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b Aatharmatie Slime Clirmes  sanER
lathematic Slips Slips wit

he Shuthudi Cemetery lies at Shuihu Road in the
Twest of the seat of Yunmeng County, Hubei
Province. In November 2006, a building team of
Wuhan — Danjiangkou Railway discovered there an
ancient tomb in a construction course. Soon the Hubel
Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
and the Yunmeng County Museum carried out a
salvaging excavation to explore the tomb and numbered
it Shuthudi-M77. It yielded a batch of inscribed slips
and tablets, including 2,137 pieces preserved in situ. In

content the slips can be classified into almanacs,
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readings, mathematic books and laws. The tablets are
made of bamboo or wood, and fall into judicial
documents and registers. Judged by the features of the
funeral objects and the dates of slips and tables, the
tomb goes back roughly to the time from the late Wendi
reign to the Jingdi reign of Western Han period, with
the starting point in the ninth moon, seventh year of
Wendi’ s Houyuan reign (157BC). Great in number,
clear in writing, rich in content and often kept in
original order, these slips and tablets have important

academic value.
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